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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Let no reader suppose that in the fee pages here set before him he will
find either the life or, miraculously trapped, the spirit of Teresa of Avila. The present attempt is a portrait, or
rather, it is notes for a portrait; it is an apology not for Teresa but for this writer s constant admiration of her.
Teresa s mortal life, the vessel which contained her, withheld a residue when her flame had leC it. This residue is
a dust very rich in unusual elements. But to build back with it to what it was four hundred years ago, when the
life of a human soul informed it, can only be impressionistic work. Since therefore all statement, all surmise set
out henceforward here will be quite sincerely arbitrary, that is to say, freely developed from one writer s long
reflection on a markedly individual and dangerous fellow creature, it will be best if th!.t writer pass without
delay from the third to the first person singular. I write of Teresa of Avila by choice which is passionate,
arbitrary, personal. No one need agree with anything I have to say - but they must not, either, be hurt thereby. I
am free here to speak freely about a great woman. But I am not writing of the canonized saint. I propose to
examine Teresa, not by the rules of canonization, but for what she was - saint or not - a woman of genius.
Women of genius are few. If there have been some female stars in science, medicine or the plastic arts, I must
be forgiven if I ignore them here, where I pursue only the idea...
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