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embodied the essence of the fluid, swiF warfare that had characterized World War II thus far. Facing them were
infantrymen of the British Expeditionary Force, units of considerable fighting quality who had nevertheless
received no special training to conduct combined-arms warfare in conjunction with armour. This study
investigates the combat between the two adversaries at small-unit level, recreating the ferocity of the fighting
on the front lines of the Battle of France in three key clashes at Arras, Calais and Merville. Assessing the training,
organization and unit ethos of both sides in the context of a new type of mobile warfare, David Greentree
reveals the extraordinary diHiculties encountered by infantry units in trying to remain in contact with their
armoured and mechanized formations.
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