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I m not odd. | m just trying to be an actor; not a movie star, an actor. - Montgomery Clift A lot of ink has been
spilled covering the lives of history s most influential figures, but how much of the forest is lost for the trees? In
Charles River Editors American Legends series, readers can get caught up to speed on the lives of America s
most important men and women in the time it takes to finish a commute, while learning interesting facts long
forgotten or never known. In the World War Il and post-war era, the figure of the male hero who was previously
presented as an invulnerable, single-minded, and to a larger degree monolithic and unknowable warrior,
began to develop into a more multi-faceted and intriguing character in the most important Hollywood films.
This was to signal, and in a sense impel the same change in American society that has always mirrored itself
after its cinematic models. Much like the era of Austen and the Bronte sisters, the American hero softened to
resemble the older British one, vulnerable and uncertain, but still passionate and determined. In Edward
Montgomery Clift, the public not only discovered an unusually gifted actor, but a persistent and stoical anti-
authoritarian, an extreme non-conformist in a conformist age and a personal enigma who has remained the
target of prying Hollywood reporting since his death. Described as the first method actor in Hollywood, he was
to co-create and develop this lonely, unwilling and...
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