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and inanimate as possessing an intelligence similar to their own;
to anything, therefore, which for the moment seemed capable of
helping or hindering them, they were ready to give presents and
address conciliatory and friendly speeches. Of the Hurons, one
of the Jesuits says: They address themselves to the Earth, to
Rivers, to Lakes, to dangerous Rocks, . . . and believe that all
these things are animate. 1 On the way to Quebec particular
rocks were often invoked by the Hurons.2 Among the Five
Nations the same custom prevailed in regard to the rocks along
certain routes.3 In general, however, individuals of any
particular class of objects were not regarded as supernatural
beings, but rather as reasonable persons, to be treated like
ordinary men. As an example of this, there may be cited an
occurrence among the Pottawatamies on Green Bay. A...
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