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contemporary debate over RMA, or revolutionary change in warfare All strategic debates ourish, then wane
and die, as the issue in question is intellectually exhausted, or as policy concerns move on, or both. RMA has
been atypical in that it continues to attract interesting commentary, even after 12 years of high exposure. This
fact is best explained with reference to its inherent potency; its appeal in American strategic and military
culture; its ofcial adoption by both Democratic and Republican administrations, as the master concept
inspiring, and in a sense licensing, the transformation of the countrys armed forces; and, last but not least, to
the extensive, if not very intensive, U. S. experience of armed combat from Kosovo in 1999, through Afghanistan
in 2001-02, to Iraq in 2003-present. To state the matter directly, the Department of Defense is endeavoring to
effect an RMA, a revolutionary change in the way U. S. military forces conduct warfare. For an approximate
historical analogy, one has to look back to the 1950s, when the newly minted theory of stable nuclear
deterrence gradually was accepted and then was all but embalmed as the intellectual architecture which
dominated U. S. defense policy for nearly 40 years. There was, however, at least one vital difference between the
theories of deterrence and RMA. The former was driven by the pressing needs of a political context 16 of acute
interstate hostility, while the latter is not. Nonetheless, deterrence and RMA share as a common feature the
character of being a response to technological...
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