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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1879 edition. Excerpt: .the mouth large. Of the genus Gasterotem is the three-spined
stickle-back, Banstickle, or Sharplin (G. spinulosus); it is 2 or 3 inches long. This fish has a curious habit of
building a nest. It collects little pieces of stick and fibres, which it fastens together, leaving the inside hollow for
the reception of its eggs. The task of making the nest and depositing the eggs is said to occupy one day only,
and the male fish watches assiduously over the eggs and young fry. About a month intervenes until the young
emerge from the nest. The Grey Mullet (Mugil capito) inhabits estuaries on the coast, and in summer is found in
muddy bottoms of rivers, so that it is partly a fresh-water fish. It is well known as a delicacy for the table on the
south coast. They are often taken with the rod, either by fly or worm; they are from 15 inches to 2 feet in length,
and are steelgray in colour, with reddish-brown bands; the belly is silvery white. The second division of osseous
fishes includes the Cyprinidce, or Carps. These have usually the fin-rays flexible. C. carpio, the common Carp,
has the tail-fin forked, and the mouth has two barbules on each side. It is a broad and thick-shaped fish; the
colour is Carp. olive-brown, with a dull golden tinge. They have large teeth in the gullet; they feed on insects and
worms, but hibernate during most of the winter....
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