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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1853 Excerpt: .We may notice, as partial illustrations of what is here intended, those
sudden, unaccountable impressions of panic terror which occasionally ran through the ancient armies or
assembled multitudes, and which were supposed to be produced by Pan or by Nymphs--indeed sudden, violent,
and contagious impressions of every kind, not merely of fear. Livy, x, 28. Victorem equitatum velut lymphaticus
pavor dissipat. ix, 27. Milites, incertum ob quam causam, lymphatis similes ad arma discurrunt, --in Greek,
wiiQoAtfTrrot: compare Polyaen. iv, 3, 26, and an instructive note of Mutzel, ad Quint. Curt, iv, 46, 1 (iv, 12, 14).
But | cannot better illustrate that idea which the Greeks invested with divinity under the name of $fi/iri, than by
transcribing a striking passage from M. Michelet s Histoire de la Revolution Francoise. The illustration is the
more instructive, because the religious point of view, which in Herodotus is predominant, --and which, to the
believing mind, furnishes an explanation preeminently satisfactory, --has passed away in the historian of the
nineteenth century, and gives place to a graphic description of the real phenomenon, of high importance in
human affairs; the common susceptiGreek mind always seized upon with so much avidity, there was a chapel
of Eleusinian Demeter close to the field of battle at bilities, common inspiration and common spontaneous
impulse, of a multitude, effacing for the time each man s separate individuality. M. Michelet is about to describe
that ever-memorable event, the capture of the Bastile, on the 14th of...
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