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that water softened with plain reagents such as lime and soda is
at the same time sterilized without being injured in any way in
taste or quality. The hard water of Canterbury and
Southampton in England has been softened for years with lime,
and no one has ever complained. The City of Columbus, Ohio, is
going to soften all its water supply. There are in Europe
thousands of water-softening plants, not only for industrial
water but also for drinkingwater, and these are doing most
excellent work. The water to which alum is added on its way to
house filters is rendered hard and unsuitable for drinking. The
devices in which the alum is placed and from which the solution
flows into the stream of raw water going to the filter are
frequently defective. Sometimes the valves that proportionate
the alum solution to the applied...
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