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usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1911 edition. Excerpt: . . . by social injustice and mOTiTTgfor social reconstruction. And they wonder
that the world is not saved! The ritualistic churches, trained in the compact social organization of feudalism,
are in a better condition to grapple with social problems, as their larger social activities amply testify. As the
turmoil of business competition has lapsed into the calm of monopolistic production, and as bourgeois
property, with the prevalence of the corporate form of business enterprise, has taken on more and more a
collective character, it might naturally be expected that the moral code of the trading class would show an
increasing appreciation of social values. To some extent this expectation has been realized. Some of the more
flagrant commercial abuses have received a moral condemnation, and a higher standard of business integrity
and a keener sense of civic duty have been insisted upon. But, for the most part, the limitations of the
individualistic point of view, so deeply ingrained in Puritan thought, have proven too strong to permit of any
substantial alteration in the Puritan outlook, and the change in the economic structure of bourgeois production
has been reflected in Puritan morality, not as a definite recognition of the ethical import of social relations, so
much as a dimly perceived lack and vacuity in the Puritan system which its intellectual custodians have not had
sufficient ingenuity to fill. But while the failure of Puritanism to solve the problems and enforce the vital
requirements of today sufficiently testifies...
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