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THE WWII BOMBING OF CIVILIANS IN GERMANY AND JAPAN

Walker &amp; Company, 2006. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+
Customer Service! Summary: When Nuremberg was scouted in 1945 as a possible site for the Nazi war crime
trials, an American damage survey of Germany described it as being "among the dead cities" of that country,
for it was 90% destroyed, its population decimated, its facilities lost. As a place to put Nazis on trial, it
symbolized the devastation Nazism brought upon Germany, while providing evidence of the destruction the
Allies wrought on the country in the course of the war. In Among the Dead Cities, the acclaimed philosopher A.
C. Grayling asks the provocative question, how would the Allies have fared if judged by the standards of the
Nuremberg Trials? Arguing persuasively that the victor nations have never had to consider the morality of their
policies during World War II, he oJers a powerful, moral re-examination of the Allied bombing campaigns
against civilians in Germany and Japan, in the light of principles enshrined in the post-war conventions on
human rights and the laws of war. Intended to weaken those countries' ability and will to make war, the
bombings nonetheless destroyed centuries of culture and killed some 800,000 non-combatants, injuring and
traumatizing hundreds of thousands more in Hamburg, Dresden, and scores of other German cities, in Tokyo,
and finally in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. "Was this bombing oJensive justified by the necessities of war,"
Grayling writes, "or was it a crime against humanity? These questions mark one of the great remaining
controversies of the Second World War." Their resolution is especially relevant in this time of terrorist threat, as
governments debate how far to go in the name of security. Grayling begins by narrating the Royal Air Force's
and U. S. Army Air Force's dramatic and...
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