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SEXUAL DIMORPHISM & HABITAT OF THE SCORPION URODACUS
ELONGATUS

LAP Lambert Academic Publishing Mrz 2015, 2015. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 220x150x4 mm. This item
is printed on demand - Print on Demand Neuware - Part one of this study of the Flinders Ranges scorpion
Urodacus elongatus (Scorpionidae) described instar number, sexual dimorphism, and sex related movement
and survivorship. Six instars were determined for both sexes, with individuals allocated based on
morphometrics. Persistent sexual diAerences enabled diAerentiation in second to sixth instars. Sexual
dimorphism slowly developed in immature instars, and was fully expressed in sixth instars. Dimorphism of
metasomal segments supported sexual selection for this trait. Intersexual diAerences in frequency and activity
in sixth instars suggested males were more at risk of mortality by natural selection processes. Part two of this
study targeted the habitat requirements of the Flinders Ranges scorpion in conservation areas within South
Australia. Habitat variables were used to determine distribution and density. Rock qualities and slope were most
related to scorpion presence. This was highest at slightly sloping sites with moderate cover of medium-sized
rocks. These types of sites are characteristic of creek bed and floodplain areas within these conservation areas.
60 pp. Englisch.
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